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POLITICAL. 


THE Anjuman-i- Panjab of the 19th Decomber states : The Circulation, 

— deportation of Yakub news received from the Press Commis- 498 °oP!¢* 
Khan from Kabul. sioner for the last four or five days 
regarding the situation at Kabul has been a source of anxiety 
to us. We were under the impression that peace and order 
had been permanently restored in Kabul, but we have been 
disappointed. The Afghans have again, all of a sudden, 
risen against us. The question is, What is the cause of their 
excitement? In our opinion, their excitement is probably due 
to the deportation of Yakub Khan from Kabul, which has 
convinced them that he has been dethroned and Afghanistan 
permanently occupied by us. We pointed out in our last 
issue that his immediate deportation would be an ill-advised 
measure. We are not yet in a position to declare whether 
he was really implicated in the massacre of our Embassy, 
and whether he has been convieted by the Government of the 
alleged offence. But his deportation shows that he has been 


Circulation, 
155 copies. 


( 994 ) 


convicted. There is no doubt that he is a very unfortunate man 
But we are convinced that the Government of India will deal 
with him in accordance with jastice. Some of our contempora- 
riessympathize with him on the ground that he has been destined 
to pass his whole lifein imprisonment. We feel no such sym- 
pathy. His deportation is indicative of the power and greatness 
of the British Government. Yesterday he was the ruler of Af- 
ghanistan, to-day he isa prisoner in India. To our thinking 
the Sardars of Kabul have instigated the rebels to take up 
arms against us. As Yakub Khan has been deported from 
Kabul, they should be also seized and sent to India. 


The Vita Dhédrd of the 22nd December states that the 


Afghans do not approve of the estab- 
The situati Kabul. 
ppg scare, lishment of British rule in their coun- 


try. They have at the instigation of Ayub Khan, the Gov- 
ernor of Herat, begun to attack British troops. They have 
already assembled in such large numbers that Sir Frederisk | 
Roberts has deemed it necessary to send for reinforcements. 
They may succeed in giving some trouble to our troops during 
the cold weather, but the withdrawal of our troops through 
fear is simply inconceivable. They are probably under the 


- impression that the natives are dissatisfied with British rule, 


and that consequently the Government will not be able to 
send reinforcements to Kabul.. But they are mistaken. In 
spite of all their grievances, the natives are convinced that 
Bntish rule alone is calculated to improve their mental, 
moral, and material condition. No man, except a few evil- 


minded persons like Wasdeo Balwant Phadke, desires the 


destruction of British supremacy. All classes of the natives, 


including the native chiefs, are ready to sacrifice their lives 
and property on behalf of the Government. The Afghans 
are foolishly injuring themselves by waging war against us. 
If these foolish patriots persist in their hostility for one oF 


two years, Afghanistan will suffer a great loss both in men 
and money. | 


( 995 ) 


The. Kuvivachan Sudha of the 22nd December refers to 
The deportation of Ya- the deportation of Yakub Khan from 
kub Bhan from Kabul. ~~ Kabul, and expresses regret that, in 
consequence of his treacherous conduct, the Government has 
been ' obliged to depose him from the throne. The writer 
praises the Government for its magnanimity and forbearance 
in contenting itself with his dethronement, and remarks that 
Russia or any other power would have hanged him for his 
crime, The writer approves of keeping Yakub Khan at 


Meerut, where he can be kept under a strong military guard. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 26th December refers to General 
The situation in Afghan- Roberts’ message of the 18th Decem- 
istan. ber, in which he states that he is 
firmly located at Sherpur, and urges the speedy advance 
of General Gough; and remarks that the rebellion is no 
doubt a sad event, but that it need not be a source of anxiety 
tous. As soon as General Gough succeeds in arriving at 
: Kabul, Sir Frederick Roberts will re-establish British autho- 
rity there. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 22nd December states that the 
recent insurrection in Kabul has pro- 
The same subject. 
foreign power, nor have the rebels an able leader. It appears 
from a letter published in the Pioneer of the 18th December 
that some headmen of Kohistan lately visited the British 
camp at Kabul and demanded a subsidy of a lakh of rupees 
from Sir Frederick Roberts, which he justly refused. This 
refusal of a subsidy has led to their rebellion. They should 
have deserved a reward by exhibiting a loyal and friendly 
feeling. Their hostility will meet with condign punishment. 
Some of onr Anglo-Indian contemporaries fear that the 
rebellion in Kabul may spread over the whole of Afghanistan. 
Perhaps the treachery of Azmat-ulla Khan has created such 
an apprehension. But it should be observed that some 


Afghan tribes have received many favours from us, and some 
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bably not been instigated by any ~ 
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are well acquainted with our power. In these circumstances, 
_ few tribes will be so ungrateful or foolish as to cast in their 
lots with the Kohistanis. Some persons are afraid that the 
Russians may intrigue with the people of Balkh and Badakh- 
shan through Abdul Rahman Khan, and that Persia may try 
to seize Herat. But, in our opinion, neither Russia nor Persia 
will have the courage to interfere in Afghan politics against 
our will. | 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


~The Agra Akhbar of the 14th December (received on the 


Munshi Madho Lal, the 2 ist idem) publishes an article in the 


Munsif of Mirzapur, who form of a dialogue between two per- 
was a member of the Har | 


SieiGuaie: =  q ser8. One or the interlocutors states 

that it is rumoured that as the commis- 
sioners who were appointed to enquire into the case of Pandit 
Har Sahai gave their verdict against the wishes of the High 
Court and the Local Government, they have incurred their 
displeasure, and consequently have no hope of promotion. 
Accordingly Munshi Madho Lal, one of the commissioners, 
having no hope of promotion, wishes to resign his appoint- 
ment. The other interlocutor replies that his believing 
such a false rumour shows that he is not acquainted with 
the justice of the High Court and the Local Government, as 
well as with the circumstances of Munshi Madho Lal. Every 
Munsif, Subordinate Judge, and District Judge must have 
tried many suits in which the Government was one of 
the parties, and must have decided’ some of them against it ; 
but we did not hear that it was displeased with any of them. 
Munshi Madho Lal is thinking of resigning his appointment 
on account of the death of his father, and not merely 
because he was appointed a member of the Har Sahat 
Commission. He possesses large estates, and has to engage 
the services of many men, whose pay amounts to Rs. 1,000 
or Rs. 1,200, to manage them. But if he resigned his 
appointment and took the management of his. estates into his 
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own hands, he would be saved this -—_7 monthly expense 


and would be his own master. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 22nd December states that John 


* Dyson, Esq., the Deputy Commis- 
John Dyson, Esq., Depu- 


ty Commissioner, Unao,  80ner of Unao, takes a deep interest. 


in the administration of the district. 
We have heard that, as the kharif crops in the south of the 
district were severely damaged by the late floods, he has 
recommended the suspension of the collection of the kharif 
instalment of revenue to the Commissioner. During the late 
prevalence of fever in the suuth and west of the district he 
supplied the village school-masters with 100,000 cinchona 
pills for distribution among the patients, and also made 
arrangements for the supply of another 100,000 pills in case 
of necessity. 


A correspondent of the Sajir-i-Hind of the 20th December, 
eee ee writing from Meerut, complains that 
oppression of some native the new tahsildar, the peshkar, and 
ee the municipal girdawar (patrol) 
oppress the people. The tahsildar was formerly long employed 
in the police department, and is not acquainted with revenue 
work. The District Magistrate has consequently entrusted 
Nawab Sayyad Muhammad Ali, Honorary Magistrate, with 
some magisterial powers. The peshkar and the girdawar are 
not fit for their appointments. The writer has no time to 
describe the tyranny and oppression of the tahsildar and the 
girdawar at length, and would satisfy himself with referring 
to one or two acts of oppression on their part. A dancing- 
girl lately incurred the displeasure of the tahsildar, and con- 
sequently he prohibited her from building her house. A 
cartload of treacle belonging to a respectable gentleman 
was seized by the girdawar under the charge of smuggling. 
When the cart arrived at the first chung: station at night, 
both the muharrir and the. chaprasi were absent, and there- 
fore the driver drove: the. cart: on to the: next station, and 
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brought the matter to the notice of the muharrir there. The 
muharrir reported the matter-to the girdawar, who charged 
the driver with smuggling and sent the cart to the Magis- 
trate. The case is pending decision before the Honor- 
ary Magistrate. Such cases were formerly referred to the 
tahsildar, who used to convict the traders without sufficient 
enquiry, and confiscate the property which had been seized. 


. [The girdawar trumps up such cases in order to show his 


zeal. The tahsildar and the peshkar should be transferred to 


some other place, and the girdawar removed from his present 
appointment. : 


The Shola Tér (Cawnpore) of the 23rd December states: 
When we heard that His Excellency 


the Viceroy was fired at at Calcutta, 
we were astonished. He has framed new rules for the admis- 


sion of natives to the Civil Service ; abolished the customs line, 


‘The Dessa affair. 


which was a source of great incenvenience and harassment to 


the public ; exempted all traders whose annual income does not 
exceed Rs. 250 (sic) from the payment of the license tax ; paid 
a visit to the famine-stricken districts in the Deccan in the hot — 
weather during the late famine, to his great personal incon- 
venience, and insists upon the impartial administration of jus- 
tice to natives against Europeans. When he has bestowed 
so many benefits upon the people, we could not conceive that 
any native could be so ungrateful as to try to kill him. But 

the news that the barbarous attempt was made by an insane 
European has removed all suspicion from our mind. The 


writer then publishes an account of Dessa’s wicked assault, 
refers to his antecedents as given in the Anglo-Indian papers, 


and congratulates His Excellency on his narrow escape. 


The Koh-i-Nur of the 20th December refers to Dessa’s at- 
tempt to kill His Excellency the Vice- 
roy, hopes that Native Chiefs will send 
‘congr atulatory addresses to him, and states that his just 
administration has revived the stories about the justice of 


The same subject. 
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Nosherwan, and may be justly called the golden age. Although 
it is alleged that the accused is a lunatic, and was drunk at 
the time of firing at the Vicerov, his crime is one which can- 


not be pardoned. We hope that the Court will inflic 
suitable punishment upon him. ; 


A corfespondent of the Quisar-ul- Akhbeér ( Allahabad) of 
The late Dadri fair, the 2lstDecember, writing from Bal- 


— _ lia, complains that the over-zealous 
Government officers who were entrusted with the management 


of the late Dadri fair levied a tax from the traders at double 
the rate charged last year, and created a new source of 
income in the shape of fines extorted from the offending shop- 
keepers. The fines alone amounted to Rs. 200. In spite of 
all this extortion, the entire income derived from the late fair 
was Rs. 500 less than it was lasi year. This loss was made 
good by paying no wages at all to some of the men who 
were employed at the fair, and paying only half of the fixed 
wages to others. The manager did all this in order to ingra- 
tiate himself with the district officer. 


In regard to the above complaint, the editor remarks that 


the new tahsildar might have been the manager of the fair, — 


and that, far from proving himself a well-wisher, he has prov- 
ed himself an ill-wisher of the Government, inasmuch as he 
practises extortion upon the people. 


The same paper states that the commissariat advertise- 
The publication of Com- ments inviting tenders for supplies are 
missariat advertisements. pyblished only in English papers, and 
the result is that the old contractors always obtain contracts 
at favourable rates, which involve a great loss to Govern- 
ment. All such advertisements should be published in the 
local vernacular newspapers in order to give due publicity to 


them. 

‘The Dabiri Hind (Allahabad) of the 27th December com- 
‘The Treasury office, Plains that when one Bengali clerk of 
Allahabad. the Allahabad treasury, whose pay was 


Circulation, 
150 copies. 


Circulation, 
250 copies. 


Circulation, 
150 copies. 


( 1000 ) 


Rs. 35, lately retired from the service, this appointment was 
bestowed by Rai Balmokand, the treasury officer, upon one 
Debi Prasad, in utter disregard of the claims of Muhammad 
Husain, who has. been employed in the treasury as a stamp 
clerk on Rs. 10 a month for the last ten years. Debi Pra- 


sad is a man of the same caste as the treasury officer. 


He is Lala Kanu Lal’s son, and possesses some landed pro- 
perty in Allahabad. His. brother is a record-keeper in the 
Commissioner’s office. Appointments like the one in question 
should not be bestowed upon such well-to-do persons, but upon 


poor men belonging to respectable classes. 


The same paper states that ten appointments lately became 


‘The Accountant-Gene. Vacant in the Accountant-General’s 
ral's Office, Allahabad. office, Allahabad, of which four have 


been bestowed upon Eurasians, two upon Bengalis, two upon 


_ Hindus, and two upon Musalmans. That office is already filled 


with Bengalis and Eurasians, there being very few Hindus — 
and Musalmans in it. Moreover, the natives of these provin- 
ces have preferential claims to appointments in the public 
service in these provinces compared with the Bengalis. Atl 


the ten vacant posts should have‘been bestowed upon Hindus 


and Musalmans. 


The Nasimi Agra of the 20th December states that the 
hid: * Gidatiticeabaitalns de writings of newspapers and the memo- 
the next Pleaders’ Ex- erie of candidates have succeeded in 
an eee inducing the High Court to defer the 
next. Pleaders’ Examination for 20 days. The examination 
will commence from the 27th J anuary next. But, in consi- 
deration of the great delay in the publication of the results of 
the last examination, and the long prevalence of fever, which 


has not still entirely vanished, .the next examination should 


have been postponed for a longer period, in order to give the 
candidates sufficient time.to learn their books, | 
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The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 20th December pub- 


Thé Hon’ble Sayyad [ishes the proceedings of the meeting 


Ahmad Khan’s Muham- whj 
iidie Beadly , Badow. ich was held at Meerut on the 23rd 


ment Bill. . November, under the auspices of 
Maulvi Qadir Ali Khan, Deputy Collector, and Nawab 
Ahmadulla Khan, a riiis of Meerut, to consider the Hon’ble 
Savyad Ahmad Khan’s Family Endowment Bill. All the 
respectable Muhammadan officials, pleaders, and raises of 
Meerut attended the meeting. The meeting unanimously 
sympathized with the objects of the Bill, and decided to hold 
another meeting to consider the different provisions of the 
Bill. 
EDUCATION. 


The Berar Samachar (Akola), of the 21st December states 
he Akola and Amracti that the Amraoti fHligh Schvol sent up 
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High Schools, Berar. seven candidates for the last matricu- 


- Jation examination of the Bombay University, of whom six 
were successful, and the Akola High School sent up four can- 
didates, all of whom failed. The good results of the Amraoti 
school are very creditable to Pandit Vishnu Moroshwar 
Mahajni, the headmaster of that school. It is to be regretted 
that the Akola school, which has an abler and better paid 
staff of teachers than the Amraoti school, has been beaten by 


the latter. 
RAILWAY. 


The following is an extract from the J aipur Gazette of - 


The Rajputana Railway. the 20th December :— 


‘The little freak of the pilot engine that was to have 
preceded ‘the Viceregal train from Bandikui to Bhurtpore, 
and which was disabled on the way, and had to be removed 
on the shoulders of our sturdy volunteers, should give an idea 
of the power and capabilities of these our toy engines to 
meet the requirements of the people. Such accidents are 


not very unfrequent in this line, and therefore, as far as 


punctuality is concerned, the public has no faith in the Raj- 
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-putana trains. It is said that things do not mend until 


they come on the way of sad experiences of some big official, 
and now that His Excellency has seen with his own eyes 
the utter incapacity of the small railway to carry the enor- 
mous traffic that is to pass through this line, he will recon- ' 


sider the question of gauges and mend the mistake made in 


the beginning. A little hard work disables the engines, and 
the sufferings of poor passengers, left half way until another 
locomotive comes to their rescue, can easily be imagined.” 
LOCAL. 
The Na asimt Agra of the 20th December, in its local news 


The removal of the police- column, states that the police-station 
station, Chhatta, Agra. at Chhatta has been removed to the 


building called the Dharmshala, and the branch dispensary 
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the meat-market, Allahabad. 


from the Dharmsbala to the house vacated by the police. 
The writer considers this transfer very objectionable, and 


remarks that the late police-station was situated at a very 


suitable place and enabled the police to keep always a strict 
check over the bazar, the ganj, and the three sarais. 


~The Qaisar-ul-Akhbar (Allahabad) of the 21st December 
‘The auctionsale of clothat complains that some persons who sell 
. cloth by auction at the meat-market, 
Allahabad, practice fraud : they show one piece of cloth to the 
bidders, and give another to the successful bidder. The police 
should see to this. | 
- “MISCELLANEOUS. 
The Gwalior Gazette of the 14th December (received on 
The Viceroy’s visit to the 21st idem) publishes an account 
es .  . of His Excellency the Viceroy’s late ; 
visit to Gwalior. 
Several Berar papers of this week We published an ac- 
Sir Richard Meade’s count of Sir Richard Meade’s visit to 
sgl oo _ Akola, specially of the Darbar held by 
him at the Town Hall to present Mr. Dastur Bymanji Jamasj, 


the Judge of the Small Cause Court, Rid the insignia of the 


Order of the Indian Empire. 


eoV”~”™ 
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The Mikr Darakhshdn* of the 21st December publishes & Circulation, 
long article written by Muhammad °° copies. 
be Abul Mansur. The writer states that 

the Shams-ul Akhbar of the 6th August, 1875, which was pub- 

lished at Lucknow by the Revd. Mr. Craven, in regard to the 

question of the abolition of the armies of the Native States, 

urged that as the British Government was responsible for the 
‘maintenance of peace in India, there was no reason why the 

native chiefs should keep any troops. Again, the Revd. Mr. Cra- 


Native converts. 


ven stated in the Kaukab-i-Hindt of the 23rd April, 1879, that 
native converts were a source of strength to the Government, 
and urged that the Government should grant them liberty 
and allow them to keep arms. It is obvious from these two 


extracts that, in the opinion of the Revd. Mr Craven,the Govern- 


ment should not put faith in the native chiefs and should disarm 
them, whilst it should exempt native converts from the operation 
of the Arms Act. As he asks Government to grant liberty 
specially to the native converts, all other classes of the people 
are, in his opinion, fit only to be slaves. But it should be 
observed that it is the Hindus and Musalmans who have 
fought the battles of the Government for the last one hun- 
dred years, and are even at this day sacrificing themselves on 
behalf of the Government in Afghanistan; but we have never 
heard of any services rendered by native converts to Govern- 
ment. Ifthe Government is responsible for the maintenance 
of peace in India, it will surely protect the lives and property 
of the native converts as well as of the other classes of its 
subjects, and consequently there appears to be no reason 
why the native converts should be allowed to keep arms. 
Although there is at present a small number of Christians 


in India compared with other classes of the people, one 


* The MihrDarakhshan is published at Delhi by one Nusrat Aii, a bi- 
gotted Musalman, in opposition to the Nérafshan, a Missionary paper of 
Ludhiana. Muhammad Abul Mansur is Nusrat Ali’s father, and has assum- 
ed the title of leader of Musalman preachers against the Christian Mis- 


sionaries. 


+ The Kaukab-i-Hind is a Missionary paper of Lucknow. It was for- 
merly called the Shams-ul-Akhbar. 3 
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George Dessa, a Eurasian, lately attempted to kill His 
Excellency — the Viceroy. When the Christians have the 
courage to ‘commit such acts at present, what acts they 
will commit when their number will have: been consider- 
ably increased may be better imagined than deseribed... In the 
article published in the Kaukab-i-Hind of the 23rd April, 1879, 
above referred to, the Revd. Mr. Craven boasts that the dee 
cendants of native converts after two or three generations will 
be considered Eurasians. Was not George Dessa a Burasian ? 
Mr. Craven, who is an’ American Missionary, considers 


native converts a source of strength to Government ; but 


another famous American ‘traveller who delivered a ‘ities at 
Bareilly in 1875, which was published in the Vakil-i-Hindu- 
stan (Amritsar), dated 11th December, 1875, declared that 
when in the course of time the number of Christians has 
largely increased in India, there would be another rebellion 
in the country like that of 1857. When even the Americans 
rebelled and became independent, what proof is there that the 
native converts will remain Joyal when they become Eura- 
sians? George Dessa gave a proof of his firm. belief in the 
doctrine of Trinity by firing three shots at the Viceroy. 


‘Moreover, he attacked the Viceroy on Friday, the day on 


which Christ was crucified. He has really surpassed Judas 
Iscariot. When the Christians commit such acts when the 
Government shows so much indulgence to them, what will 
they not do when their number i is increased and they are 
allowed to keep arms? Mr. Craven asks Government 
to give permission to native converts to bear arms, perhaps 
because they have not got ‘the helmet of salvation and the 
sword of the spirit” (Ephesians, chap. vi., 17). 
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